
PO
ST
HO
ME

S

NATIONAL POST

SATURDAY,

AUGUST 15,  2009

STYLED
EL CHEAPO,
ALFRESCO

Spendthrift ideas 
for the yard.

PH10

PENTHOUSE |FIRST-TIMERS |DECOR |NUMBERS

NP
nationalpost.com

Find your home
at nationalpost.
com/homes

MAKING
AN
ENTRANCE
At nearly 1,000
pounds, this staircase
was suspended, then
lowered into the floor 
— and that’s just one
element of this
renovation
By JackKohane

W ith its quizzical curb-
side appeal, this 13,000-

square-foot home looks from
the outside more modern
ranch bungalow than medi-
eval Burgundian château.
And that’s exactly what home-
owners Debbie and DonMor-
rison wanted when they began
renovations more than two
years ago. 

“From street level, the size
of the house looks deceptive,”
Ms. Morrison says. “One only
gets a sense of the true dimen-
sions of the space, and the
classical architectural look by
coming inside.”

Set on a secluded cul-de-sac
in the upscale Bayview Av-
enue/Highway 401 neighbour-
hood, noted for its manicured
lawns, tree-lined lanes and
exquisite gardens, the only vis-
ible parts of themansion are its
cedar shake roofpunctuatedby 
a peak that looks like a witch’s 
hat topping a rounded turret,
and winding driveway that
leads to the pillared entrance
portico trimmed in Credit Val-
ley stone.

Beyond the mosaic tile ves-
tibule, the foyer with coffered
ceilings and twin crystal chan-
deliers boasts a two-storey ro-
tunda with a spectacular sky-
light. The main-level master 
suite is adjoined by a sitting

room, sunroom and lavish six-
piecemarble ensuite bath. 

The space opens dramat-
ically to a grand spiral stair-
case accented in 17th-century
French-style wrought iron rail-
ings. Bordering the staircase
stands a colossal canvas screen
painted with a European pas-
toral scene, and a floor-to-ceil-
ing classically inspired French
bookcase that wraps, almost
seductively, around the warm
carpeted steps. 

In 2004, when theMorrisons
purchased the 1960s bungalow,
modified with an indoor pool
and rear addition in the mid-
1980s to resemble what they 
call a “stucco box,” they knew
this home needed extensive re-
modelling to make it work for
their growing family and their
toy poodles,Maggie andHolly.
“The layout was choppy with
six small bedrooms that we
wanted reduced to three,” Ms. 
Morrison notes. “And the main
areas of the kitchen, formal
dining room and family room
had to have a free flow for the
frequent entertaining we do
with our family and friends.”
Friends of the Morrisons rec-
ommended Home Editions, a
Toronto design/build company 
specializing in additions and
renovations.
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A floor-to-ceiling
bookcase makes for a
dramatic entrance in the
Morrisons’ home.
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